These sentiments apply equally to John Roberts' two successors, Alan Duncan and myself.
I first corresponded with Jeanette Thirlwell in the 1980s when, as an anaesthetic registrar, I had a manuscript accepted by Anaesthesia and Intensive Care and after the proofing stage I discovered to my horror that I had used incorrect units and that this was about to go to print! With trepidation I called the Journal office and spoke to Dr Thirlwell, who retrieved my submission and miraculously solved my problem. I suspect that a very large number of authors, both junior and senior, can tell similar stories of how Jeanette assisted them beyond the normal call of duty.
In 1993, Jeanette's title changed to 'Executive Editor', recognising her increasing responsibilities in the production of the Journal. She probably did not realise at the time that she would remain in this role for a further 21 years! During her three decades she has helped shape the Journal, ensure its high standards of production and promote its development. She has been instrumental in many changes. Much of what the Journal is today has Jeanette Thirlwell's influence and input in its history and provenance.
Jeanette Over the past 32 or more years, there have been five different Chief Editors, many changes to the Editorial Board and many different production managers of the Journal. What has not changed has been the dedication, hard work and steady influence of Jeanette Thirlwell. Sadly, even the most exceptional of contributions must come to an end, and, over the last few years, Jeanette has shared her responsibilities with both Linda Weber and Sharon Tivey in preparation for a planned handover of the Executive Editor role.
All the Journal's contributors and readers are indebted to Jeanette, as are all previous and current production staff and editors, none more so than the current Chief Editor. Fortunately, she will continue her association with the History Supplement and will remain a member of the Editorial Board. We will ensure that her contribution will be recognised for many years to come.
With the standing down of Jeanette Thirlwell, I am very pleased to welcome Dr Linda Weber as the new Executive Editor. Linda has been a proofreader with the Journal since 1998 and a sub-editor and Editorial Board member since 2001. Over the past year she has taken over an increasing load of the Executive Editor responsibilities and is extremely well qualified to be the new Executive Editor. In 2012, she passed the accreditation examination of the Institute of Professional Editors. We are very fortunate that Linda has agreed to take on this role. Linda is currently in full-time specialist anaesthetic practice in Canberra. She was awarded the Australian Society of Anaesthetists President's Medal in 2010 for her extensive contributions to the Society. She also has commitments with the Australian and New Zealand Anaesth Intensive Care 2014; 42: 445-446 Editorial Jeanette Thirlwell: three decades of service to the Journal College of Anaesthetists. With her expertise in echocardiography, Linda is a frequent demonstrator on iHeartScan™ (previously HARTscan) courses.
I am also pleased to welcome Dr Sharon Tivey to the newly created position of ' Assistant Executive Editor'. Like Linda, Sharon has previously been a proofreader and sub-editor. She became an Editorial Board member in 2011. Sharon is a senior staff specialist in Sydney and is involved in both Society and Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists activities. She has assisted with the Society newsletter for over ten years and is the current (and inaugural) Medical Editor of Australian Anaesthetist, launched by the Society in 2013.
The production of the Journal is in a phase of rapid change, with improvements to online access and readability. I am sure all readers will join me in thanking and congratulating Jeanette Thirlwell for her extraordinary contribution to the Journal and in welcoming the new Executive Editorial team of Linda Weber and Sharon Tivey.
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